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I we remember Calhoun for the purity
of his private and public life, not as the advo-
cate of a good doctrine perverted to bad uses,
but as the apostle of science in statesmanship,
so well symbolized in the Senate when he
tried in vain to justify Nullification, Febru-
ary, 1833:

"Metaphysical reasoning means the power of
analysis and combinatiou." "It is the power," he
said, "which raises naan above the brute—which
distinguishes man's faculties from mere sagacity,
which he holds in common with Inferior animals.
It is this power wbicn has raised the astronomer
from being a mere gazer at the stars to the high
intellectual eminence of a Newton or La Place,
and astronomy itself, from a mere observation of
insulated facts, into that noble science which dis-
plays to our adniiiatiou the system of the universe.
And shall this high power of the mind, which has
effected such wonders, when directed to the laws
which control the material world, be forever pro-
hibited, under a senseless cry of metaphysics, from
being applied to the mighty purpose of political
science and legislation? 1 hold them to he subject
to laws as flxed as matter Itself, and to be as nt a
subject for the application of the highest intellec-
tual power. Denunciation may, indeed, fall upon
the philosophical inquirer into these first princi-
ples as it did upon Galileo and Bacon wh n they
first unfolded the great discoveries which have
immortalized their names; but the time will come
when truth will prevail in spite of prejudice and
denunciation, and when politics and legislation
will be considered as much a science as astronomy
and chemistry."
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